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Greetings, commissioners. Mr Malone, t's a p.,~asure to meet you rn person. l\ancy and Gabe it's good to 
see you again, and good to be here with everyone tonight. 

My name is Kiko Denzer. I live at ~128 n. 9th m Philomath. 

First I want to appreciate all the work. time, and commitment assembled here yours, of course, but 
especially that of all the citizens who have given so much of their unpaid professional expertise and years of 
legwork on behalf of our communily I do believe that arr of us together, can help insure that a government 
of the people, by the people ancJ for the people does not perish 

First I'd l ike to discuss the word "adjacent:" 

Webster"s Third New International Dictionary, Mr Gondit 's "81h jus]ice," also says that !he meaning of 
adjacent is "not distant or far off .. nearby but not touching .. . "Literary examples cited therein include a 
phrase about "islands and the adjacent mainland coast • We might ask, wllat makes an island adjacent to 
the mainland? Obviously, the sea Hawa i is a long half day by plane from Portland, but both Oregon and 
China offer adjacent coasthnes. 

It seems to me. then, that the 8th justice might agree that "adjacent" accurately applies to not just two layers 
of parcels abutting the landfill, but also the counties that dispose of their trash here. Last night's testimony 
from Lincoln and Yamhill certainly affirms such usage. 

The 8th justice also defines adjacent as ·nearb11 but not touct1ing • Where does someone have to stand to 
be ·near· Coffin Butte? Visual context would simply be near enough to see the dump. O:factory context must 
be near enough to smell the dumI): we have reports from at'least as far as Philomath. Economic context 
must include things like the real estate and tourism markets. as well as trade. Environmental context must 
include the climate-warming effects of methane plumes in the air and tmdn-taden leachate in the water II 
seems to me then, that like an island in the sea 1I would b<~ reasonatile to say that Coffir, Butte with it's 
methane and PFAS, Is adjacent, not only to nenrby states, but lo every iand mrnis that shares the same 
seas, the same air. and the chan~Iing weather they generalP. 

I would also like to look at the word "character," as 111 "character or the area." 

Lei's consider motive. To reduce actual rates of disposal would reduce revenue·s and prefIts for a company 
whose ruling motive is to produce profits tor jnvestors. Aei:•ublic Services, because they own abutting 
properties zoned for waste disposal, defines thti "character ot tt1e area" as narmwly limited to waste 
disposal. Bui such a circular statement is not a valid argument. 

Environmental damage impacts the character of all our homes and all our lives. To ignore that simple truth 
harms everyone and ultimately benefits noone. So it seems to rne that your duly to us and all your 
constituents, as well as to the law demands that you consider all the impacts and all the arguments 
opposing expansion. 

I understand, however, that vanous advisors tell you to ignore this kind of evide_nce and testimony. 

So I have a question: am I right m thinking that you've all taken an oath of office,? 

And did you pledge to uphold tr1e constitution or the state of Oregon? 

The copy I found says that No law shall in any case whatever ... interfere with the rights of conscience. 
r 

It also says that "power is inherent in the people," and that their power - not narrowty-in~erpreted county 
code, contract law. or ques!Jonable arguments lrom parties with clear and selfish financial motives -
authorizes government. So it seems clear to me that In th;s hearing, neither numbers r,or masoned 
argument would provide the consent needed to approve expansion. 

A government "of the people, by the people, and for the people," asks us to work together, not just as paid 
employees and moneyed developms. but as citizens, as neighbors. as volunteors, and as parents and 
grandparents of children who will have to deal with our trash and our poisons for generat'ons to come. 

We ask you to work with us. so lhat we can protect all our hves and all our liberties as well as our right to 
live without fear of being poIsor,ed, and without fear of po·soning the yet unborn children who wil, inherit this 
dump and everything in ii. 


